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Student  popula2on  
Who  comprises  the  heritage-‐learner  popula2on?

	   Students	  who	  	  	  
◦  Are	  exposed	  to	  a	  language	  other	  than	  English	  at	  home	  
◦  can	  be	  categorized	  based	  on	  prominence	  and	  development	  of	  heritage	  
language	  in	  their	  daily	  life	  

	   Students	  who	  may	  have	  
◦  full	  oral	  fluency	  and	  literacy	  in	  the	  heritage	  language	  
◦  full	  oral	  fluency	  but	  limited	  or	  undeveloped	  wri>en	  literacy	  
◦  limited	  oral	  fluency	  (typically	  third	  or	  fourth	  genera@on;	  difficulty	  expressing	  
themselves	  on	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  topics)	  

◦  wide	  knowledge	  about	  their	  cultural	  heritage	  and	  a	  less	  experienced	  
knowledge	  about	  other	  Spanish	  speaking	  countries	  

◦  REALITY:	  HUGE	  MIX	  OF	  DEGREES	  OF	  COMPETENCIES.	  



Departmental  objec2ves  

	   The	  objec@ve	  of	  the	  Spanish	  language	  program	  addresses	  the	  basic	  tenet	  of	  a	  liberal	  arts	  educa@on:	  the	  
development	  of	  a	  cri@cal	  thinking	  approach	  towards	  the	  analysis	  of	  language	  in	  society.	  This	  objec@ve	  is	  
framed	  in	  an	  overall	  worldwide	  trend	  towards	  poli@cal	  and	  economic	  interna@onaliza@on	  and	  an	  
increasingly	  diverse	  and	  mul@cultural	  work	  environment.	  

	   The	  Spanish	  language	  program	  focuses	  on	  the	  development	  of	  mul@lingual	  literacies	  through	  the	  analysis	  
and	  use	  of	  Spanish	  as	  a	  second	  language.	  The	  program	  focuses	  on	  the	  development	  of	  three	  major	  types	  of	  
competencies	  (all	  equally	  ranked	  in	  terms	  of	  importance):	  

	   linguis=c	  competence	  (Spanish	  phone@cs	  /	  phonology,	  morphosyntax,	  lexicon,	  discourse,	  etc.)	  	  

	   communica=on	  /	  interac=onal	  competence	  (sociocultural	  uses	  of	  the	  language,	  pragma@cs,	  cultural	  
background	  /	  perspec@ves)	  

	   metalinguis=c	  competence	  (language	  as	  a	  conceptual,	  symbolic	  system)	  



Goals  
Goal  determina2on:  Exit  level  or  con2nuing?

	   Affects	  expecta@ons	  
	   Exit	  at	  604	  (elementary	  course),	  612	  (Intermediate	  course),	  or	  
con@nue	  to	  Advanced	  Grammar/Composi@on	  courses	  
◦ Oral	  fluency	  
◦ Wri>en	  literacy	  
◦  Cultural	  knowledge	  
◦ Analysis	  and	  use	  of	  heritage	  language	  
◦ What	  do	  they	  need	  to	  achieve	  linguis@c	  competence?	  
◦ What	  do	  they	  need	  for	  to	  achieve	  interac@onal	  competence?	  
◦ What	  do	  they	  need	  to	  achieve	  metalinguis@c	  competence?	  



Goals  
Language  Arts  for  heritage  speakers
	   Why	  language	  arts?	  
◦ progressively	  develop	  	  
◦  literacy	  
◦  aural	  skills	  
◦  oral	  skills	  

◦ develop	  and	  enhance	  	  
◦  cri@cal	  thinking	  skills	  	  
◦  understanding	  of	  an	  apprecia@on	  for	  inherited	  language	  

◦ augment	  confidence	  in	  using	  heritage	  language	  

	  	  



Goals  
Learner-‐centered  induc2ve  methodology  and  cri2cal  thinking  approach

Prompt	  learner	  to	  tap	  into	  implicit	  knowledge	  
	  
Progressively	  guide	  learner	  to	  hypothesize	  about	  

	  oral	  and	  wri>en	  language	  structures	  
	  cultural	  meanings	  

	  



Goals  
Analyze  using  cri2cal  thinking  approach

	   Learner	  will	  
◦ develop	  inferen@al,	  interac@onal,	  and	  presenta@onal	  skills	  	  
◦ become	  re-‐acquainted	  with	  Spanish	  
◦ avoid	  dependence	  on	  random	  assump@ons	  
◦  (do	  not	  further	  language	  mastery)	  

◦ make	  implicit	  knowledge	  explicit	  
	   Integrate	  and	  contrast	  structures	  in	  English	  and	  Spanish	  
◦ Enrich	  skills	  in	  both	  languages	  
◦ Understand	  possible	  language	  interference	  

	  



Goals  
Metalinguis2c  knowledge

	   Provide	  essen@al	  terminology	  	  
◦ Interact	  with	  their	  peers	  
◦ Interact	  with	  their	  heritage	  language	  



Challenges:    
Building  the  program  and  curriculum
◦ Two-‐semester	  program	  
◦ En@ce	  heritage	  learners	  
◦ Assist	  students	  to	  graduate	  in	  @mely	  manner	  
◦ 604:	  Equivalent	  to	  610D	  (Intermediate	  Spanish	  I	  ASL	  track)?	  
◦ Prepare	  students	  who	  decide	  to	  return	  SLA	  track	  
◦ Prepare	  students	  who	  are	  unable	  to	  take	  612	  

◦ 612:	  Equivalent	  to	  611D	  (Intermediate	  Spanish	  II	  ASL	  track)?	  
◦ Cover	  components	  of	  Advanced	  Intermediate	  
◦ Challenge	  students	  to	  go	  beyond	  
◦ Systema@c	  reprocessing	  and	  reinforcing	  of	  components	  of	  604	  



Challenges:  Materials
	   Different	  learning	  styles	  
◦ Create	  ac@vi@es	  that	  reprocess	  to	  allow	  learners	  to	  recall	  and	  internalize	  
knowledge	  by	  using	  their	  own	  par@cular	  learning	  style	  

Varied	  student	  popula=on	  
Cultural	  integra=on	  
◦ Diverse	  geographic	  and	  ethnic	  Hispanic	  popula@on	  
◦ Offer	  insight	  to	  learners’	  rich	  cultural	  heritage	  and	  unique	  cultures	  of	  heritage	  
Spanish	  speakers	  in	  countries	  where	  English	  or	  another	  language	  is	  dominant	  

Design	  and	  pilot	  materials	  
	  



Challenges:  Crea2on  of  materials










































